
Teacher's worksheet 

 

Put the following hoaxes in chronological order, according to when they appeared and 

were spread: 

 

a) Archaeologists discovered the skeleton of dinosaur Archaeoraptor liaoningensis – a 

missing element between dinosaurs and birds. 

b) Builders in New York discovered the remains of a giant man. 

c) Scandal of elections candidate – land fraud, womanizing, alcohol. 

d) A spectacular victory of the Egyptian army in Syria.  

 

 

Appendix 

 

Archaeologists discovered the skeleton of dinosaur Archaeoraptor 

liaoningensis – a missing element between dinosaurs and birds. (1999) 

 

In 1999 the magazine National Geographic published an article about an alleged fossil of a 

new kind of dinosaur which had been discovered in China and was to be a missing element 

between dinosaurs and birds. 

In fact, it was a combination of several fossils of various kinds created by fossils traffickers. 

 

Builders in New York discovered the remains of a giant man. (1869) 

 

Builders in New York allegedly discovered a mummy of a man 3m tall. In fact, it was a 

prank played by a tobacco businessman George Hull, who had had the fake mummy 

sculpted out of gypsum. 

 

Scandal of elections candidate – land fraud, womanizing, alcohol. (31 BC) 

 

Octavius Augustus launched a political campaign against his opponent Marcus Antonius 

during elections. He had a series of untrue slogans depicting Marcus Antonius as a 

drunkard and womanizer incompetent to lead the country minted on coins used at that 

time. He was successful and, eventually, elected the first Roman Emperor. 

 



A spectacular victory of the Egyptian army in Syria. (1274 BC) 

 

In 1274 BC one of the greatest chariot battles between Egyptians and Hittites took place – 

the Battle of Kadesh. Despite the fact that the battle had no winner and later led to 

concluding peace, Egyptian pharaoh Ramesses II falsely claimed it had been a great 

Egyptian victory. 

 

 

Questions to be discussed: 

 

a) Which topics do hoaxes deal with most often and why? 

 

Slovak people are prone to believe hoaxes and disinformation – according to statistics it's 

more than half of the population. Hoaxes and disinformation don't avoid other countries 

either, though, and there are some well-known ones that were spread worldwide. (on 

teacher's worksheet only) 

 

b) Do you know about any other famous hoaxes or disinformation spread in the recent or 

more distant past (e.g. vaccination against covid means just marking people by microchips, 

Americans have never actually landed on the Moon, climate changes are invented out by 

environmental activists and simply don't exist, Elvis Presley didn't die, etc.)? 

 

While some of the aforementioned statements seem “harmless” at first sight, there are 

hoaxes and disinformation that have been thriving in our society for quite a long time, 

they have never completely disappeared, just their intensity changes. One of such 

examples, unfortunately, which is present in our country, too, is a denial of the Holocaust. 

Millions of people were persecuted for ridiculous reasons in parts of Europe occupied and 

ruled by the Nazis, people were dying en masse under horrific circumstances in 

concentration camps and gas chambers, and someone nowadays is capable of saying it 

simply didn't happen. It's not just sheer ignorance of historical facts, it's direct 

demonstration of hatred. And the saddest thing is that some individuals are not just 

fooled by this nonsense, they even support such opinions and aren't willing to see the 

facts or to discuss anything. Their number is, I'm afraid, not insignificant. (on teacher's 

worksheet only) 

 

c) Do you have any experience with serious disinformation spreading in your country? If so, 

can you specify it? 

d) Why, in your opinion, do people in some countries succumb disinformation and hoaxes 

more easily than in others? 

e) At what speed might it have been spread in the past (without the internet) and at what 



speed is it now? Why? 

f) What helps disinformation spreading, in your opinion? 

g) How might disinformation spreading reflect on people's health and private life? 

h) How might disinformation spreading reflect on the level and sustainability of rechtstaat 

(“state of law”)? Vice versa, how can disinformation spreading influence chaos and fear or 

assertion of extremist and totalitarian ideas? 

i) How, in your opinion, can disinformation and hoax spreading be prevented, or at least, 

slowed down? Try to consider various aspects of human life (family background, school / 

work, social life, age, health care, economic conditions, etc.) 

 

 

How not to be fooled by hoaxes? 

 

1 Always keep your eyes open 

Whenever you use any social media (Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, etc.) or if you 

receive forwarded emails, take into account that sooner or later you can come across a lie. 

Be ready not to believe everything that somebody sends you or shares with you. 

 

2 Look who's talking 

Notice the sources of information you receive. Notice who the author of the given article 

is, which web has published it, who the creator of the story is, who is in the given video or 

speaks on the recording. 

 

3 If you don't recognise the source, don't share it 

Do you know the author of the text? Do you know the web which has published it? Do you 

know the author of the story? Do you recognise the voice on the recording? If not, be 

cautious and rather not share it. A great deal of lies is nowadays spread through various 

anonymous or not verified contributions by unknown or suspicious authors. 

 

4 Watch out manipulative tricks 

It's very easy to spread lies and manipulation using simple tricks such as “the media will 

not tell you this, you must spread it” or “share until the information is deleted” or 

simplifying and generalising the situation. It is recommended to be cautious, even if the 

information is spread by a celebrity or someone you personally know. (on teacher's 

worksheet only) 

 


